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(4) Trial by Jury.

, . . But if they [sc, a Jury] do, as I have said, pronounce
not guilty upon the prisoner, against whom manifest witness is
brought in, the prisoner escapeth; but the twelve [are] not only
rebuked by the judges, but also threatened of punishment; and
many times commanded to appear in the Star-Chamber, or,
before the Privy Council, for the matter . . .
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(5) The Court of Star-Chamber.

There is yet in England another Court, of the which that I
can understand there is not the like in any other country. In
the term-time . . . every week once at the least (which is com-
monly on Fiidays and Wednesdays, and the next day after that
the term doth end) the Lord Chancellor and the Lords and
other of the Privy Council, so many as will, and other Lords
and Barons which be not of the Privy Council, and be in the
town, and the judges of England, specially the two chief judges,
from nine of the clock till it be eleven, do sit in a place which
is called the Star-Chamber, either because it is full of windows,
or because at the first all the roof thereof was decked with
images or stars gilded. There is plaints heard of riots . . .

And further, because such things are not commonly done by
the mean men, but such as be of power and force, and be not to
be dealt withal of every man, nor of mean gentlemen: if the
riot be found and certified to the king's council, or if otherwise
it be complained of, the party is sent for, and he must appear in
the Star-Chainber . . .: for that is the effect of the court, to
bridle such stout noblemen or gentlemen which would offer
wrong by force to any manner men, and cannot be content to
demand or defend the right by order of law. This court began
long before, but took augmentation and authority at that time
that Cardinal Wolsey, Archbishop of York, was Chancellor of
England, who of some was thought to have first devised that
court, because that he, after some intermission by negligence of
time, augmented the authority of it...

The judges of this court are the Lord Chancellor, the Lord
Treasurer, aH the King's Majesty's Council, the barons of this